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Satire’s my weapon; but Im too discreet, | Tonly wear itina land of Hectors, 


Vo run acmuck, and tilt at all I meet; 


| Thieves, Supercargocs, Sharpers, aiuw Directors,—-Pope. 
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TRIAL OF THE EDITOR. 





Whosoever thou art, that fovest Liberty ;—desirest to be happy without 
rsoevels , ‘ , - pe . 
Tiches ;--powertul withcul subrects ;—a subject without a master ;— 
dare te contenu death, Kags then will tremble beture thee, whilst 


thou aluie wilt fear uu one.” 
OMA. 


This important case, as it regards the grand question of 
the liberty, or the slavery of the British Press, came on, as 
expected, on Thursday morning last before Mr. Justice 
Abbott, and a special Jury, The Editor received notice of 
trial upon both informations, not distinguishing which would 
})+ first tried; or whether both would be proceeded on, on 
ihe same day. By a species of contemptible artifice, as 
derogatory to the open character of justice, as to the can- 
dour and integrity of the man who stood forward as the 
governinent prosecutor, the second information was called 
on first; with a view, perhaps, to derange any preparation 
that might have been made by the accused. It was not 
enough for the hired accuser of the crown, that he came 
mailed in the proof of his office--that he was enabled to 
lewn upon the bulwark of perverted law—-that he was certain 
of a favorable ear on the part of the Judge—that he had, 
turn the hoped-for victim of his official fury from the scanty 
means et defence which his liberty might have left him.— 
It was not enough for this sable giant of ministerial persecu- 
tien to call his opponent from a dungecn to trial, and compel 
him to appear under every disadvantage, denied even the 
knowledge of the terms of his accusation: all this was not 
enough, He must have recourse to every little unmanly 
artitive that cowardice and cunning could suggest, to impede 
the possibility of a fair and free defence. ‘The second in- 
formation was therefore first bréught forward. But cunning 
scinetimes Gi-appoints itself, and fortifies the parties it is 
destined to lay open to attack. This paltry subterfuge gave 
the Editor the most contemptible opinion of his opponent. 
He had heard of Sir Samuel Shepherd, as a gentleman of the 


i most polished habits—of the most candid demeanor. He 
+ expected to find in him indeed, a decided, a powerful, but 
wn open, au Lonest foe. He was prepared to meet argument 
i aad eluquence.—He expected brilliance of wit, and extra- 
- ordinary powers of self-possession- witha full knowledge of 
all the political circumstances under which he had arrayed 
‘himself as the opponent of the liberty of the Press. In all 
this, he was most severely disappointed. Instead of the 
polished manners, and easy elegance of the gentleman, he 
met with the overbearing ipsolence of a man who had not 
found time to adjust the weight and emoluments of his ottice 
to his shoulders :—instead of the eandid opposition of one 
anxéous for the preservation of good oader, aud opposing per- 
nicious principles from a strong seuse ot their mischievous 
tendeney, the Editor encountered a species of official cui- 
ning, or rather an exercise of an arbitrary official power, to 
crush enquiry if it were possible—and a personal hostility, 
raised at sume periods of the trials to an absolute furor of 
madness, losing sight of all reason, and absolutely lost in 
the iabyrinths of tolly, and headlong persecution. What 
the Acad could not effect, the Aand endeavoured to aecom- 
lish. It was dashed in disappointed anguish upon the 
table before him—and the noise served bias s® far at least, 
that it frequently drowned the imperfect sentences and un- 
intelligible jargon that trembled on his tongue. Instead of 
wit, he descended to abuse, without ever the merit of being 
pointed, orupplied, It would have served equally well, if 
: rT re shed to the Judge, to the Jury, to the Spectators, or the 
; Attorney General himself. Instead of seli-possession and 
extraordinary knowledge, the Attorney General appeared to 
have neither temper nor reason; and lits politics instead of 
being gemcral, temperate, and defined, consisted only ofa 
tew minister ial declarations, picked aut at random from the 
reported observations of the lowest ministerial] underlings, 
With all this before his observation, from the commence- 
ment oefthe Attorney General's speech, the Eeiitor could 
feel for him only the most profound contempt, It seemed 
a waste of time to encounter such an antagonist; and if he 
aad not been aware that there existed against lim a more 
powerf:l opponent, in quarter where he might in better 
times have expected to find a friend, he weuld only have 
Preplied to Myr. Attorneys General, by a re oo that the 
| ministers would endeavour to quali fy him for bis otiiee 
bby a fe w lessons at some charitable evening, or Sunday 
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With these feelings the Editor could not hesitate to go 
into the trial of the second information, and unprepared as 
he was, and unprovided with the means of preparation, to 
defend himself against an attack advanced and pursued with 
so little regard to decency or the benevolence of justice. 

One of the silly formalities of the court it may be neces- 

sary to notice, to shew the nature of the frivolity, mixed up 
with the persecution of the press, in this reign of the secre- 
taries of state, under the suspension of the Habeas Corpus. 
The alleged libel was chaiged as relating to Lord Castlereagh 
and Mr. Canning ; and a man was put into the witness box, 
to prove the important fact that one was ia reality not Lord 
Castlereagh, but Sir Robert Stewart, and that George Can- 
ning was George Canning ; and, as a very essential part of 
the proceedings, it was very gravely enquired from the Bench, 
whether the witness had ever seen Lord Castlereagh, or Sir 
Robert Stewart, decorated with the insignia of the order of 
the Garter? After these enquiries were answered, the witness 
was asked whether HE THOUGHT the libels, as they were 
called, applied to his majesty’s ministers ? and he answered, 
YES! An irresistible impulse impelled the Editor to ask 
him his reasons for believing that? and he replied, because 
they were accused of treachery and duplicity! but, to the 
question, whether he believed that no men were capable of 
deception and treachery except his majesty’s ministers, the 
poor witness had nothing to say.—The judge however took 
his part, and observed it was not a decorous question, or not 
asked with sufficient decorum, we hardly remember which. 
The critical witness being dismissed, the Editor proceeded 
upon his defence, and vindicated the truth, and the pre- 
priety of his comments as a public writer. ‘lo expatiate 
upon the mode of his defence would be unnecessary. His 
readers have long known his principles, and the firmness 
with which he sustains them is only equalled by the ardour 
with which he cherishes and supports them. The audience, 
and a more crowded audience never graced that court of 
judicature, entered fully into the feelings of the Editor. 
They beheld a man attacked by the agents of a ministry al- 
most universally disliked, and every /egal advantage taken 
of the possibility of a failure of the defence, from an igno- 
rance of the forms and ceremonies of the court, with which 
the Editor would blush to be acquainted, if he was not also 
qualified to employ them to their legitimate object —the de- 
fence of the accused, and the acceleration of the means of 
justice—instead of making them subservient to the designs 
of power, and the perversion of those laws which were in- 
tended to secure the advantages of all—not to shield the 
passions and prejudices of a few. 

Unconscious of guilt, and triamphing in his principles, 
the Editor stood forward upon a rock from whence he could 
not be shaken, at least, by an administration that has dis. 
pensed with the law, and proclaimed before the tribunals of 
his country, and in the presence of his countrymen impan- 


nelled as his judges, the guiit and infamy of the system 
which has been so fatally pursued, Phe result of these 
trials wil! be remembered and thei) consequences felt when 
the Editor sleeps in the dust. His name is now identified 
with the liberty of the press; and it is not without vanity 
that he feels he has rendered it some service. The mode in 
which writers generally accused of libel have defended thein- 
selves has been fatal to their cause: they have too often bor- 
rowed the chicanery and artifice of one counsel to oppose to 
they have 
bent before the driving blast of persecution, in the idle hope 


the oppression and arbitrary power of another: 


of evading, or palliating, its fury; instead of resisting lke 
the oak, and preferring rather to be torn up by the roots, 
and scattered in fragments over the desolated waste. Public 
writers have deserted their opinions, or what has been of 
more injury to their cause, shrunk from the personal avowa! 
and defence of then, when called before the public eye. 

The man who would commit to paper that which he would 
not, in any place, «nd at any time, dare to avow, is of great- 
er injury to his cause, than one who is decidly its opponent. 
It is a sort of moral fraud, to challenge public attention to 
points which the writers have not prepared themselves to de- 
fend, and to advocate to the full extent of their respective 
bearings. 

There are few instances on record in which the ministers 
of the crown have ever met witha defeat so decisive as on 
the present occasion; and they neither resulted from the 
eloquence, nor the information of the Editor, who has been 
fortunately the humble instrument of impeding the career 
and checking the vielence of an administration, which he 
will never cease to cliaracterise as unworthy and incompetent, 
The success of the Editor has entirely resulted from the m- 
possibility of answering the principles that were placed be- 
fore his enemies. 


“ Thrice is he armed, who has his quarrel just, 
“ And he but naked, tho’ lock'd up in steel, 
“Whose conscieuce with injustice is corrupted.” 


The force of principle was conspicuously triumphant. The 
whole chicauery of the law, and the idle ceremonies of the 
court sunk beneath u. The living record of the truth of 
what was insolently termed a libel by the beings whoin it 
justly accused of tergiversation, glowed in every bosom of 
the court; and nothing could equal the satisfaction that has 
since been evinced by the public in general, except the cha- 
grin which has pervaded the disappointed malignancy of 2 
few, whose ears were already listening for the creaking of 
the distant dungeon gates, and whuse imayinations already 


painted their helpless victim stretched in agony and despair, 
upon a bed of straw, for having dared to express the truth 
—for having dared to utter his opinions upon questions of 
general policy, and which opinions one jury have by their 





unanimous verdict pronounced to be just, and legal, and 
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‘nnocent; and which another jury have refused to find in- 
jurious or libellous, unless they are at the same moment al- 
Jowed to record them as ‘THE TRUTH!!! 

The force and value of a hold avowal of sentiments well 
funded, and which cannot be shaken by argument, will be 
better appreciated, when the opposition which the Editor 
had to encounter ts cousidered in its full extent. ‘The prin- 
ciples which he has cndcavored to promulgate are hostile to 
an administration, which is incapable of govermng by law; 
they have arined themselves with one power positively arbi- 
trary, if they choose to exercise it, In the suspension of the 
Habeas Corpus; with anoyher power both unjust and arbi- 
trary, which they have exercised—a_ power of seizing and 
imprisoning aaman, whom they are now compelled to ac- 
knowledye they have either wickedly or foolishly accused of 
ernnes, and endeavoring to disarm him of Ins legal protec- 
tion, that he might fall an easier victim to the perversion of 
law. This latter proceeding Judge Abbott declared to be 
legal, and that he could not sit 1n court to hear it proclaimed 
illegal and unconstitutional, The judge however had no ob- 
jection that such a proceeding should be stigmatized as un- 
just, as oppressive, and derogatory to a free nation. This 
he was compelled to hear the Editor persist in; and the 
learned authority may reconcile, tf it be possible, either by 
p-ecedent or custom, the contradiction that any thing which 
ie dare not say was not unj ast, oppressive, and degrading, 
should be at the same time legal and constitutional. Uf this 
be the case, we have indeed arrived at a most blessed cra of 
our history! A Judge confesses that our laws and our cone 
stitution are unjust and oppressive—admits that he cannot 
shield them from such epithets in an opens court—allows 
that he can only insist upon their degality ; because they have 
received the sanction of the Jegzs/afure ; while he must know 
that one branch of the legislature 1s not what it pretends to 
be—is not competent to abrovate the spirtt of the old law, 
by any new innovation -—because * they are neither ration- 
ally nor constitutionally the representatives of the nation.” 

In addition to this construction of the law, the Attorney 
General made use of every perversion that conld enter into 
his imagination ; and the judge seconded his representations 
with all the avidity of a prejudged determination to find the 
principles dangerous and libellous. Yet an honest and inde- 
pendent Jury have declared both the Judye and the Atioruey 
General mistaken. All the labored caluinny of the oue, and 
the assiduous application of that infamous principle that 
TRUTH can ever bea libel, supported by tiviag recom- 
mendation, and dead authorities, failed to convince the jury 
that mm a country calling itself free, any political enquiry 
could ever be deemed dangerous. Their verdict has un- 
shackled the press, The Essay they have pronounced inno- 
cent will form a noble precedent for the latitude to which 
honest enquiry and deserved censure may proceed. The 
article itself is not unimportant; but it has been rendered 








of infinite interest by the circumstances under which it has 
been pronounced justifiable by a Jury of the country, The 


ministers and other servants of the public will learn from 


this decision, that if they would be treated with respect, 


they must deserve to be respected —if they would command 
the love and esteem of the nation, they must consult its in- 


terests alone—f they would conciliate the independent wri< 


ter, their conduct must become such as that he may not 
blush for the encemiums of his pen. ‘This is not the case 
at present. They must “* rngroRM ALTOGETHER;’’ they 
must abolish the system of favoritism: the present ministry 
must bow and retire :—we cannot trust thein, and we wish 
they would spare us the trouble of telling them in plainer 
terms that our affairs shall not be much longer insulted by 
their mismanagement. 


The defeat of this attack 1s as complete as could be wished. 
The court is at a dead stand. How will it proceed? Will 
they award another trial, after having ascertained the de- 
fence, and enabled the Crown Prosecutor to appear again to 
endeavor to bind the Jury, by misrepresented views of po- 
licy and appeals to their prejudices? This cannot be done 
with justice. No man by the law can be put upon his trial 
twice for a misdemeanor. To what course then will the 
bench resort? And is the Edator to remain still in prison, 
when he has been already acquitted upon one charge, to 
gratify the spleen of a maa who has the option of holding 
him confined as long as it may please him, or suit his pur- 
pose? If this be the case a Political Inquisition 1s esta~ 
blished ; and the Attorney General is the grand and vene- 
rable Inquisitor. This cannot long be the lawof England. En- 
elishmen will not long remain in quiet subjection to such an 
infamous law. Its horrid features are now palpable to the 
heht; and the Editor is proud to have been the means of 
shewing the hideous monster in its true features. It is dis- 
graceful to contemplate that a man should be legally obliged 
to reinain in custody upon the charges of another, who 1s 
convicted of a false accusatton. Yet this is the case with 
the Editor. The Attorney General stands convicted before 
the face of heaven and earth, of having falsely accused 


him of having published writings of a pernicious and 


seditious tendency; and after the verdict of a jury has 


| pronounced this accusation a falsehood, the Attorney Ge- 


neral stil! continues his* incarceration. When the conti« 
nental nations read that Englishmen are thus subservient 
to the beck of an official servant of the crown, it may be 
some consvlatiou for them to learn, that while we have been 
rivetting chains round their necks, we have been forging 
fetters for ourselves, and our ministers have seized the mo- 
ment to put them on when we have been unsuspiciously 
sleeping under the promise of their protection. 
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One of the most fatal circumstances attended on these 
prosecutions for libels, in all cases, is that unfortunate bias 
which always has induced the Judge to become a sort of 
bottle-holder to the Attorney General, The Judge always 
appears enlisted on the side of the prosecution ; and under 
the pretence of delivering his opinion which the law allows, 
Mr. Abbott thought proper minutely, particularly in his last 
charge, to recapitulate and enforce the arguments of Sir 
Samuel Shepherd, without once glancing at any favorable 
construction which might have tended to benefit the Editor. 
None of the arguments of the Editor were met by either the 
Judge or the Attorney General ; but they were both agreed 
in a strain of condemnation of the essays in question as being 
the most mischievous libels that they had ever heard—that 
if they were not libels, nothing had been, or ceuld eve: be, 
justly deemed so. The JURY however, who are really the 
only constitutional judges of the actions of an Englisiiman, 
have for once told the two prosecutors that they were mts- 
taken, or prejudiced. One of the essays, and that too at- 
tacked in the most furious manner by the Attorney General, 
is declared to be NO LIBEL!!! Was Mr. Attorney Gene. 
ral sincere in his address to the Jury, or is he merely the 
persecuting agent of an administration who have employed 


him to stifle an enguiry that would otherwise destroy them ? 
Was he knave, or fool, or slave, upou the occasion? and how 
caine the Judge to be so ignorant of the nature of what is, 
and what is nota libel? Can it be possible that he should 
have any motive for obtaining a sentence of condemnation 
upon any writing that a minister of state, who deserves to be 
impeached, may happen to dislike? Can any thing else 
dccount for the positive manner in which Judge Abbott 
summed up the pleadings against the Editor? There were 
no witnesses to examine, The Attorney General availed 
himself in a most ungenerous manuer of his right of reply ; 
he bad every opportunity of perverting the case to his own 
liking; aud the Editor disdained even to interrupt his leng- 
thened malevolence of misrepresentation, Yet, fearful, lest 
this should not sufficiently prejudice the minds of the jurors 
in favor of the crown, the Judge adopts a more effectual 
course of placid censure, aud general, decisive condemnation 
upon every sentence. But all would not avail. The reign 
of political delusion is nearly ai an end, and the judges 
will better consult the respectability and integrity of the 
Bench, if they will in future leave the ministers and their 
hired slanderers to bolster up a cause which nothing but 
barefaced power can support. The people are now deter- 
thinéd upon reform, and reform they will have. They are 
efideavouring to ascertain the exact nature of their rights, 
and those tights catnot be much longer with-held from them, 
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They will stand or fall with the geod old jaws, which the 
ministers feel to be the direct enemies of their new measures, 
The last appalling verdict has sounded the kneel of their 
power. Let every man do his duty, in endeavouring to 
restore the laws for which our aucestors so meritoriously 
Died, and let those men who cannot govern England by 
English laws, be exiled to a despotism where they may find 
a congenial shelter, ‘Those who would become tyrants 
should be reduced to the condition of slaves, The pubtic 
will is the public sovereign — 
And he who does that will invade, 


By nature’s oldest law is madue— 
, 


Thy victim, or its slave, 


- 


The circumstances attendant on the attempted delivery o! 


> 


the verdict in whe first trial will vet form matter of serio: 
erquiry before the houses of Legislature. There wasa de- 
gree of impropriety and precipitancy in the conduct of Mr 
Abbott, that must be properly laid before those authoriti: ; 
that are interested in the preservation of the little lezal {i 
berty we have left. A verdict was tendered him with somo 
qualification on the part of the jury, The judge said he 
could receive no qualification, but he immediately received 
their verdict, without giving any possible lime for the jury 
to rescind their qualification, for he knew they had had no 
further time to consider of the propriety of withdrawing the 


objections that were tendered to him on paper against a ge 


4 neral verdict of guilty. 


Thus then the matter stands triumphantly. The liberty 
the press has iecovered some degree of its constitutional 
protection:-- the public proseeutor hss been convicted of 
having perseented that which ajury has declared innocent 
and that which another jury could only agreeto fiad TRUTH , 
and to lament that the pretended law of their country should 
call TROTH A LIBEL, 
He will now appeal tothe laws which cannot condemn him 


These opinions satisfy the Editor, 


for his (2beration, The wished for verdict of guilty must 
be erased from the record :—and fortified and encouraged 
by public opinion so decisively expressed in his favor, or 
rather in favor of those principles which alone could have 
given him any importance, and for which he would be 
proved to die a martyr, the Editor is ready to meet his per- 
secutors upon any ground they may think proper to pur- 


sue. Twice defeated by an obscure individual, they will 
perhaps pause before they renew the attack: —but whatever 
subterfuge or artifiee may be adopted, the Editor feels con 

scious that no conduct on his part shall ever prejudice he 
cause of general liberty, which it is now his public duty te 
advocate and to defend. Tothe public he returns his most 
sincere acknowledgements for the sympathy evidenced in 
his favor ; and to that daily and weekly press, his gratitude 
for the liberal alacrity with which it has “spoused his caus, 
as connectcd with the principles on which he has attacked. 


Caer Sees «<me  —f | 
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My Biuack FRIEND, Breathe thick and fast; informers, minions, spies 
. vo borouch-monger tool 
se ff blasphemous | With each obsequious g g a 
so: Sinad pto get l atl accutane P : Side-mouth, and Van-so-tart, and thou Old Bags, 


parodies,” with which the press teems in these times of | [y circ'lars, gags, and hangings, shew his praise. 
« sudden transition from war to peace,” I send thee the {| Join veices all ve myrmidons ; ye ayes, 
' That purchased up to parliament ascend, 
ing loval and right dutiful Hymn, trusting to thy } s | ; 
following loy " ae “4 | Bear on your tongues and tn your votes Ins praise, 


known impartiality aud love of truth for the insertion of 80 f ye that in tyranny acquiesce, and walk 
well-merited an eulogy on the “ powers that be,” ‘* whose | The earth by suffrance, or slavish write ; 
Witness if I be silent, more or less, 


ssa diciihrcanertaiiianbted To P——e, or people, senators, or mob! 
Dedicated (without permission) to kis Honor the While Made loyal by my song, and taught his fear. 

Giant! Hail, execrated Lord! be sordid still, 

sai And give us only wrong; and if reform 

liave gathered ought of sanction or support, 


© Hine labor, linc merces.” | 
| Disperse it, as now want dispels content. 


W. TF, 


 -P 


These are thy precious works, oh! Curse-cll- ray 
All-powerful ! thine this universal fame 

Ss is'd about, thyself how wond'rous then | ; ‘anion 
cnn tithe aie A PROVINCIAL TRIBUTE TO LIBERTY. 


Renegado! thou sitt’st above the laws, 

When wild o’er the woodlands, our forefather’s strsyed 
As rough aos the rocks of our isle, 

Fair lixerty wandered alone the deep gladg, 

And dech’d every face with asmile. 

Then they pluck’d the ripe berry bash and sipp'd the silver tice, 
And with natere and liberty their wants were supplied. 

The abuse of a thionc,—was to Briton’s unknown; 

Fhey could tyrants dety! s 
As their ouly resolve was to live free or die, 
May fiom father to son this resolve ever run, 


Junc 2, 1817. 


Tous obnoxious, or abhorrent, seen 
In this thy handy-work; yet this declares 





Thy cunniag passing thought, and knavery. 
Speak ye who best can tell, ye sons of night, 
Flatt'rers; for ve behold tim, and with lies, 


er ee 2 ee 


And fulsomeness, at eve or wonted night, 


‘ircle hi assiduous; ye in pow’r, :; 
Circle his seat assiduous , peo ae F Por we’d better pluck the berry bush and sip the silver tide, 
Oa earth uprais’d, to lord it o’e: your bretliren, Than ever be subservient to a tyrant’s pride, 

Extol him highest, first, and most successful, 2 

4: In process of time civil science elate 

B eitim: arthy : te 
Basest of kings, legitimate and ear hy : Her empire assumed over man ; 
lf better thou belougest not to darkness, Philosophy founded three pillars of state, 
me : bs sed And wisdom perieeted the plan— 

Thou great Restorer of the quisition. Our foretathers wisely three powers confess, 

With thy bright intellect praise him for thy throne And surrendered some rights to give strength to rest; 
- ° . ’ The abuse of a throne—was to Britons unknown, 

While bigotry obtains, sweet hour of prime, They could tyrants defy, 

a ‘ r . As their only resolve was to live free or die. 

Thou sun of old John Ball, both knave and fool May from father to son this resolve ever run, 

. . . ? ear . > ’ e« 4 4 oe lp 

Acknowledge him thy greater; sound his praise For we had better pluck the berry bush and sip the silver ude, 

sec Then ever be subservient to aryrant’s pride, 


2 
Unto as has descended the structure sublime, 
Cemented with truce British blood; 


In thy approved course, both when thow eat’st, 
And when at noon thourrt drest, and when thousrt drunk. 


Man thi et this trathe 
nthat once met this trathcker, ad verse, Tho’ bes:neared with the rust of all conquering time, 
Now mov'st a satellite, redoubtable; Sullits plans and proportions are goo |. 
| Mav « timely reform then its beauty restore, 


And give it original splendour once more, 
Tho’ we bow to a throne we have rights of our own, 
And we wiil tyrant’s defy —— 
His praise who from oblivion ecall’d ve up. Ifour only resolve be to live free or die. 
- May from father to son this resolve ever run, 


For we had better pluck the berry bush and sip the siiver tide, 
Than ever be subservient to atyrait’s pride. 
Eirminghan, June 8, 1617. 


And all ye other changlings, that unfixed 
In mystic round revolve, apostate; sound 


Y ,@ 4 
Placemen and pensioners, the eldest birth 
Of bribery, that in succession come, | 


Perpetual supply, impov'rish, waste, 
And plunder all things: let your hireling tongues a 
Vary to our great master still new praise, | To Correspondents. 


Ye Quacks and ’prentice Statesmen that arise 
From off Corruption’s dunghill, scanty hept 

fill he propitious fills your bags with gold, 

In honor to your fortune’s author rise, 

: hether to prove that black’s uncolour'd white, 
t wet his thirsty soul with adulation, 
Defending, screening, still advance his praise ; 
His praise ye slaves that from all quarters flow cause of freedom, 


The Trial of the Editor will be published in a few days. 
[tis delayed on account of the State Trials preventing the 
transcription of the short hand writer. 

+ ‘To the warm eongratulations of his friends the Editor 
returns his most ardent thanks. He entered the ticid as a 
volunteer, but his duty now binds him to the service ef the 
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LETTERS OF THE BLACK DWARF. 
ee | 
ACQUITTAL. 





bene - 
From the Black Dwarf in the King’s Bench, to the Yellow 
Bonze at Japan. 





Thy pigmy friend is exalted into dimensions of no trifling 
importance, I have become a public character; and instead 
of residing in my garret, with only the memory of past times 
for my companions, I am the theme of general conversation 
in this great city, and my habitation in prison is become the 
resort of the curious. I am mightily indebted to the minis- 
ters, whom I have indeed most severely, but most charitably 
attacked; for my anxiety to save their characters, and in- 
deed their souls from eternal perdition, induced me to point 
out their errors as ministers, that they might have letsure to 
repent as men. I thought their own concerns, mortal and 
immortal, were as multifarious as their limited capacities 
would allow them to do any justice to; and therefore re- 
commended them not to wait until they were kicked out of 


office, but to depart 
‘before a wiser age 
Came slowly on, and pushed them from the stage.’ 

Instead of taking my advice, they became angry; and as 
madmen rail at and would bite their physicians, and curse 
their keepers, these men railed at, and endeavored to bite 
me, while the class of their lowest dependants that is indebted 
to them for a daily crust, joined in the clamour against me 
with the most vociferous acclamations. I told thce lL should 
be put upon my trial for having spoken the truth, a practice 
universally detested by the great in all monarchics, though 
sometimes very useful for the little world. [ told thee also 
that I was minded to buy a wig, for in this country those 
who attack or defend others in a court of justice must wear 
a wig and a black gown. This practice has been so long in 
use that no counsellor would be deemed competent to speak 
without his wig and his gown. But, alas! my friend, the 
wig does not always contain wisdom, nor is the gown always 
an evidence of understanding. My opponent wore both ; 
and although they neither displayed his wit, or his know- 
ledge, they served him to conceal his good nature, his cha- 
rity, and his benevolence. Nota glimpse of either of them 
could be discovered through the thick opaque cloud of his 
cloak, or the hoary frosted appearance of the prominence 
which custom teaches us to call a head, on which was placed 
the captivating wig. Ah! said I to myself, if a man with 
a wig and a cloak to hide his simplicity can be so ridiculous ; 
what an appearance shall I make to this enlightened assem- 
bly, without a wig, and only dressed in the plain garb of a 
citizen? I had some thoughts of attempting to escape from 
my perilous situation by a ruse de guerre. My size is dimi- 
nutive enough; but my opponent is sti less. He was dressed 
in complete black, both inside and out. His cloak was black, 
and his underdress was of the darkest sable. Only his wig 
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crowned the sterile promontory with the appearance of a 
white cloud resting on a sable mountain. I was almost irre. 
sistibly seized with the impulse of asserting that a mistake 
had occurred: —that HE WAS THE BLACK DWARF, 
and not [.—That he ought to be tried for libels, and not me; 
and that another party, instead of being my ——, should 
be indicted as an aider and abettor of a malignant conspi- 
racy to injure an honest stranger, at the instigation of a set 
of men, who like doing wrong better than being told of it. 
All this might have been very easily proved, even without 
an inuendo: witnesses here to any thing, [ am told, may 
be procured for half-a-crown a piece; anda Civil D. ctor 
run mad for want of employment, since he perfected his ex- 
cellent vocabulary for fashionable swearing, would have 
undertaken to say any thing in a court of justice, upon the 
same terms that he will write any thing in the New Times. 
The thought however came a little too late.—I had confessed 
myself to be the party accused, and could not have recourse 
to a stratagem that would have been perfectly justifiable. 
As the trial proceeded, I felt my courage encrease. It was 
uo longer a struggle which should vanquish—my opponents 
had enough to do to shield themselves from ridicule. The 
whole court was tittering around at my accusation ; and th» 
judge endeavored in vain to check the propensity to risibility 
which was excited by the Black Giant, as Ll must be allowed 
to call him by way of distinction. My accusation pre-po:- 
sessed the audience in my favor, and when I rose iu my de. 
fence, they greated me with their approbation several times 
The judge said this was indecorous; and so it was; but how 
are the feelings to be entirely suppressed, when the arm of 
power stretched forth the hand of law to crush a stranger, 
obscure, unfriended, and unknown. But even these sym- 
pathizing feelings were imputed to ME, as guilt; but th 
imputation was treated as it deserved—the court laughed 
again :~-I can hardly tell thee how grateful I am towards 
the people for their protection. My gratitude to them di- 
minishes my hatred of my oppressors. I pity them for ha- 
ving suffered their personal interest to overcome their national 
character. I hope they will speedily reform, that J may 





praise them without blushing at the falseoood of my pen. 
Upon one charge J was declared innocent :—upon a second 
I was not found guilty :—but I am still in prison. J came 
here without a crime, and [ remain here when my accuser 
is convicted of slander and false accusation. The kind pro- 
tection of the law was first extended to me because une man 
thought proper to suspect me. It is continued me, because 
he has not substantiated his accusation, that he may recruit 
his strength, and fabricate other charges against me. 

Wish me fortitude to smile at the impotence of such ma- 
lice, and to bear with triumphant resignation, the depriva- 
tion of my freedom in this land of universal liberty ! 


Thy well-wisher, 
THE BLACK DWARF 
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From the Blue Devil to the Black Dwarf. 





IN CONGRATULATION, 








Valued Friend, 


It was not my intention to trouble thee 
any more. Ef gave thee some good advice, and thou didst 
not think proper to foliow it. All the friends of my master 
were disgusted with thee. Thy obstinacy had offended all 
the infernal conclave. Popes, cardinals, archbishops, and 
bishops, statesmen, princes, and generals all prouounced thy 
condemnation ; for thy pursuits were grovelling, and thy 
language abominable truth. The whole assembly of the lower 
regions iu full conclave had doomed thee toinevitable perdition. 
The decpest dungeons were already prepared for thy recep- 
tion ; and odes of triumph on thy fall were already composed 
by C— that prince of parodists. Lord K-—-—— had al- 
ready recommended them to be set to the most pious psalm 
had agreed to attend the concert 











tunes; and Lord 5 
with his instrument of double base. But ali this triumph is 
lost by ‘iy unfortunate escape out of their hands ; and al- 
though thou art as cordially detested as ever for the prin- 
ciples and practices of thy past life; yet I am commissioned 
to congratulate thee, and to hope that thy miraculous escape 
will teach thee in time to make thy peace with the worthies 


of the nether regionwhom thou hast so very unceremoniously | 


offended. Come over tous, we beseech thee, and gladden 
the hearts-of the council. Could we have anticipated the 
success of thy insolence, we should have advised ourselves 
to have borne with patience thy repeated attacks. But spe- 
cal juries had been so subservient in past times, that we 
deemed ourselves perfectly secure under their protection. 
Who, in the devil’s name, with reverence to my master by 
that name pronounced, could have expected thee to have be- 
witched a spectal jury into liberal principles: or rather in 
the true burthen of lamentation let us join in the regret that 
the master of the Crown office,whose business it ts fo fake care 
ef juries for the crown should have had the name of an honest 
thinking man upon the list of those capable of serving upon 
special juries. 

Ah! Baron Garrow! Baron Garrow! what mischief have 
you not done to the cause of special yurtes by your neglect 
of ex-officio persecutions. If you had not sutfered the list 
to become imperfect through disuse, the Attorney General 
might have had men a little more to his mind ; although it is 
shrewdly suspected in the cabinet, that uo jury, not evena 
special one such as convicted libellers af old times, would 
have comprehended the meaning, or followed the direction 
of such an Attorney General as Sir Samuel. 

The King’s Devil should always take spectal care not to 
shew his cloven hoof even to aspecial jury. While the black 
gentleman keeps in the back ground, he may make his human 
puppets dance to what tune he pleases, and manage his ex- 
hibition of Punch and his wife with some effect ; but if the 
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spectators are once suffered to see the master moving the 
wires, and dangling them backwards and forwards to the 
right hand and to the left, there is an end to the possibility 
of believing them to be all alive. The fact is, my black 
friend, that the new Attorney General is quite unfit for his 
new occupation. He is too much the gentleman, he has too 
much candour,* too much good humour ; and although he 
is obliged to attempt to do his duty, he is a very bud devil 
iudeed. Now, my friend, I am enabled to offer thee his si- 
tuation. The Cabinet think highly of thy skill in opposition, 
and if thou wilt be one of us, thou shalt stand forward in the 
garb of a public prosecutor. We will under take to qualify thee 
for thy office in half an hour. It will only be necessary to 
learn some half dozen sentences of common cant, about the 
integrity of your motives, and the regret you feel at being from 
a strong sense of duty to pray for the punishment of the law 
upon those who dare be guilty of telling truth, or talking 
reason. As you will not be able to give any earthly proof 
of this disposition, you had better when you assert it, strike 
your band upon your heart, and appeal to Heaven for the 
veracity of the averment. There will be no answer from that 
place, and silence is always logically construed into consent. 
The practise of the present officer will give you a faint idea 
of the manner in which you should proceed. But you must 
get a little more ¢mpudence, a little more law, a little more 
logic, a little more reason, and a little more dexterity, or 
the cause of socéal order and legitimate order must be fairly 
put into military protection ; for it will never do to let speciaZ 
Juries contradict and conquer at once, both the Minister, the 
Judge, and theAttorney Gencral ; anda parcel of indecorous 
spectators to shout and huzza when a man is convicted of an 
evident intention of breaking the peace by speaking truth of 
a minister of state, and the measures of his colleagues. 

This opportunity, my black friend, is happily left thee to 
make thy peace with the higher order :—for thou art still in 
prison and at their mercy, if thou wilt not comply with their 
reasonable request. Thy present occupation will soon be at 
anend. ‘The truth is soon told, and then there is no longer 
any ground for continuing to write ; but the bounds of false- 
hood and of fiction are immeasurable. Praise then the wis- 
dom and mercy of the ministers; sing songs of praise to the 
highest, and compose complimentary paragraphs for the lower 
orders of the ministry. Discard thy old fashioned adherence 
to old and well known truths, and engage with us in the sub- 
stantial delights which we enjoy by recommending patience, 
resignation, and humility to the great mass of society, which 
was only intended to toil for the luxury of the few who are 
Wise Ghough—to seize upon all they can. 


Thy true friend, 
A BLUE DEVIL. 


_ = a 











* I do assure thee that the reason why thou wert not informed of 
the second information coming on first, and the first being brought 
forward at all, proceecded entirely from mistake and forgetfulness. 
There was no design in it, ou the werd of all the cabinet. 
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he niight pursue his course with greater alacrity towards tho gaol of jijs 


TO A NOBLE STATLCSMAN. 


- 2+ 


My Lorn, 
Happy would it be for mankiat, if those in so elevated a 


station as your lordship, would perpetually bear in reme:nbrence, that their 
future report will be formed by their present conduct, Tie man who is 
vonvinced that his natne will be remembered, and that his character will be 
scrutinized by after yeurs, yet is not solicitous to preserve them unblemished, 
is destitute of those feelings which establish the diguity of human nature 
aud confirm its superiority over the brutal creation. It is the desire of u 
deathless name that shall be inseparably attached to greatness of soul, and 
benevolence of heart, which alone can render ambition laudable. The ve- 
nal adulation of contemporary parasites affurds no gratification to the man 
whose ambition is guided by wisdom, and governed by virtuc, It is the 
grateful remembrance of unbiassed posterity only that he strives to obtain. 
For this the halcyon tranqaillity of domestic comforts, and the happy le- 
thargy of an indolent retirement, may be sacrificed without exciting the 
sarcasm ofthe cynic, or the contempt of the voluptuary. Let us suppose 
that you, my lord, fall by the hands of justice, or by the caprice cf fortune, 
are deprived of the power to inflict further injuries on the coun'ry yuu have 
ruined ; that mankind may give open utterance to the execrations which the 
repetition of your name excites; and that a simple recital of your lurdship’s 
actions is no Jonger considered a libel on yourself, and on human nature. 
When a man emerges from the gloom of obscurity, and by a rapid and ec- 
centric progress attains the zenith of notoriety, the eye of the philosopher 
delights in contemplating the track of his glory, and the path of his dectina- 
tion, Let us then suppose that you have set In the horizon of your great- 
ness, or that you have been hurled from the sphere of your unmerited eleva- 
tion, and that the historian attempts a description of that character, in which 
every vice that disgusts human natare, was combined with every weakness 
that degradesit. Ina strain like the following, will he record your lordship’s 
character, if he anticipates the applause of posterity for veracity and fidelity, 
and if he feels the indignation of an honest man, at greatness without virtue, 
power without talent, and riches withou' generosity, 

The obscurity of his birth, and the mediocrity of his talents, appeared in 
early life to form insurmountable barriers to that path by which he hoped 
to entcrinto public life. Desperation prompted him to perseverance, and 
he soon perceived that by defending the rights of his injured and oppresve4 
country, nothing but empty popularity could be gained; if even those rights 
were asserted with the most splendid talents, and maintained with the 
most inflexible courage; but that if he assisted in the brutal inhumanity of 
tramplipg on his prostrate parent, riches and honours were within his grasp 
however destitutehe might beof merit tu deserve, or of virtue to adora them. 
To a mind like his no consideration was requisite to decide on the alternative. 
flis name is written in letters of blood on the annals of parracidical cruelty» 
and the finger of remorseless vengeance points with exultation at the inde. 
lible characters, which constgn to eternal infamy, the abhorred name of her 
darling. He received the wages of his iniquity, a place; but the satteliite of 
-—— attracted no notice, when Mr. Pitt shone inthe meridian of his glory. 
Yet his servile officiousness and unbesitating compliance, gained him the re- 
putation of being a useful member of that administration which had se. 
parated the interest of the movarch from that of his people, which had fos. 
tured the volture of prerogative, and diiven awe; the gentle dove of social 
affection, and which was raising an altar to despotism on the ruins of liberty 
When that administration was dissolved, he had not the magnanimity to. 
adopt the fortunes of bis master. 
self aggrandiscment, apd the feather of honor was cast tor over away, that 


Principle was sacrificed on the altar of 


t 


criuinal wishes. On the death of the great statesman he began to emerg 
slowly from that obscurity for which nature had designed him. Yet the 
superior talents of Perceval confined him to the back ground of the Peliticn; 
acene, and he only appeared as one who was desirous of thrusting hiase}; 
into notice by any meas, but destitute of the necessary abilities for the as. 
complishment of his design, After the assassination of the premier, his d’,- 
grace was publicly proclaimed, and indclibly reearded. Notwithstanding 
the members whe were attec:ed by the tics of corrupiion to the remnoa: 
of the administration, a mayority ot the House of Commons reselved on a: 
address to the Revent, entreating him to form an efficient administration ; 
for it was universally acknowledged that the late chief, was the soul tha 
animated the contemptible body of which he was now become the principa 
wember. ‘The result of his Highness’ eudceavours to obtain the assistance o 
those whose councils would have secured kim the affections of a loyal ana 


grateful people, are too wellknown. The friends of bis early life unan; 

weously refused to abandon those principles by an uadeviating adherence: 
to which they had aequired the esteem and adinitaiion of every Lonest man, 
they would not act in conjunction with lim whose society carricd infas», 
with it: the poison of whose pesti erous tweath would have blasted the lau. 
rels that bloomed with unsullicd verdure around their brows. He was thy, 
by a fortunate concurrence of unforeseen events, placed ut the lelm of a 
state, which possessed a luxurious aud rapacious court, a corrupt nobility, 
and a starving population. The principal event iu which he was engaged 
was the Peninsular war; aud this was conducted by him on the most con- 
tewptible scale. The uustaken courage aid unwearied perseverance of the 
Jritish armies, Combined with the great military talents of their commen, 
der, effected little or nothing. Victories were gained, but their effects were 
unavailing through the want of spirit in the minister. Notwithstanding the 
urzent and repeated requests of Lo:d Weilington, the reinforcements that 
were sent were scarcely sufficient to maintain the ground he had conquered, 
The niggardly conduct in this instance, where a vigorous liberality was re- 
quired, forms a striking contrast te that murderous prodigality with whici 
the blundering statesman had transported @ numerous and gallant ariny, seine 
time previous to the pestilegtial inuishes of Walcheren. Lndeed a true e: 

timate of bis talents tor the situation of a Cuunceilor w the Kiag of Great 
Britain, may be formed by a review of this transaction. It was called « 
seciei expedition, yet tie destiiation of it every ono was acquainted with, 
itsehject indeed ucither the minister nor commander could define. It was 
entrusted to the directions of a mun, whose abil ties were scarcely equal to 
the duties of @ field review; it was celayed till the enemy was acquaint: d 
with its design, and had made the most ample preparations to counteract it, 
it arrived in ibe season when the contagious disorders are most prevalent 
aim most tatal ; and it was destitute of those remedies which were known 
to be beneficisl ter them. ‘Lhe disgraceiul termination of this wretched plen 
bluts the page of English history, but not so deeply as does the impunity 
with which the general corruption of the times permitted hiw to escape the 
punishigent which his folly and wickedness had so justly merited. An 
army lke this which perished in so inglorious a manacr, would have enabled 
Lord Wellington toemploy so large a portion of the enemy’s forces, (if hc 
night not have fiverated the Peninsula with them) that the military prepen- 
derance with which he kept the continent in awe, would have been des 
troyed, A serious reverse in the early pastof this war would have effected 
that which Napoleon's reverses iu Russia afterwards occasioned: it would 
have caused the northern states of Europe to burst the chains his successes 
had riveted on them, and tountte in hurling fromthe pinnacle ot his greet- 
ness, him who had began to totter on it. The only period of bis life to 
which the statesman can refer with satisfaction is that in which his fortunate 
prodigulity of British gold stimulated the torpid energies of the oppresse:| 
nations inthe North of Europe to action. When the Preneh Emperor 
had failed in his attempt on Russia, and his immense army was annihilated 
it tequired but lite taleut, and less vigor to bribe those nations into martia! 
ardor, who had so long borane his yoke in submission, when they foresaw 
thag un union of their poweys would crush their Oppressor, Yetthe exertions 





“ of this little, entitles him to the praise of the politician in one solitary ‘9 


stance, 


To be Continued. BRUTUS. 
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